
 

June 2018 Newsletter 
 (Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M.) 

2018 Calendar of Events: 
Mark your calendars. Dates for next year’s meetings 

have been reserved. Programs and some event dates 

are still to be determined. 

June 9: Annual Club Auction and Raffle. 

July 14: Spotlight on Ficus species. 

Aug. 11: Annual Club Members Business Meeting. 

Sept. 8: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop. 

Sept.23: 9AM Sunday. LSBF traveling speaker. 

Sept.29-30: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. 

Oct. 13: TBD 

Nov. 10: TBD 

Dec. 8: Christmas Party. 

 

 

 
Roy Nagatoshi’s visit in May was well attended. The 

Cork Oak that he styled during his demonstration will be 

part of our Annual Auction & Raffle at this month’s 

meeting. Thank you to the Bonsai Society of Dallas for 

sharing his visit with our club. 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
 Hello again to all the FWBS members and 

friends. Once again we find ourselves apologizing 

for any inconvenience caused by the Botanical 

Garden overbooking. Unfortunately we were forced 

to cancel our annual FWBS Exhibition. Thanks to all 

who showed up Friday evening only to find out the 

exhibit would not be held. Also sorry to anyone who 

might have showed up over the weekend we tried to 

notify everyone of the cancellation. Perhaps we can 

have a small exhibit at one of our regular meetings.  

 I hope you all were able to attend the visiting 

artist meeting earlier in the month. Roy Nagatoshi 

was the Bonsai advisor for the Karate Kid movies 

and always has some interesting stories to tell. Its 

funny but when we talk to the public about Bonsai 

most of them think of the junipers in the Karate Kid 

movie. Roy styled one of the FWBS club trees that 

will be actioned off in our raffle coming up in June. 

 Our next meeting June 9 will be our Annual 

Club Auction and Raffle. If you have not been to the 

auction and raffle this is a great opportunity to pick 

up some great bonsai material at a greatly reduced 

cost. All are welcome so bring friends and or family. 

We are hoping to have some of the Dallas Bonsai 

Society members show up as well.  

 Please continue to visit the Fort Worth 

Bonsai website. Everyone is encourage to add bonsai 

related information. Im hoping we can get some 

more participation to generate interest in our 

club. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

 In addition to our new website we now have 

a Facebook page that is up and running. Please make 

recommendations for our site.  

Happy Styling,  

Dan 

 

June’s Program: 

Annual Auction & Raffle 
By Program Chairman Estella Flather 

 Our annual raffle and auction is a great way 

to get starter and specimen bonsai material. Check in 

for items starts at 9AM. Raffle begins at 10 AM until 

all items are drawn. Auction will begin after raffle is 

finished, approximately 11AM- 12 noon. Items 

under $35 will be raffled. Items $35 or over will be 

auctioned with 20% of the proceeds going to the FW 

Bonsai Society. 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/


Roy Nagatoshi Demonstration 

 

 
The visit of Roy Nagatoshi from California was well 

attended. He worked on a Cork  Oak that belongs to 

the club. The demo tree will be part of the auction at 

June’s meeting. 

 

 
Roy was happy to share his techniques and answer 

questions from club members.. 

 

 
The trunk of the Cork Oak showing it’s characteristic 

corky bark. 

 

 
Wiring the tree. 

 

 
Demo completed. 

From the Secretary: 
 

 I want to thank everyone for signing in at 

each meeting and event. This helps us to track 

attendance and it gives us a good idea who is 

attending on a regular basis and how well our special 

events are attended.  When we have special guests 

such as the Smiths and recently Roy Nagatoshi we 

can see how well attended they are and that helps us 

to justify any future guest programs. 

 Also, the next time you attend one of our 

meetings or events, check our membership list and 

make sure that all the information we have is correct. 

 

Regards, 

Roger Spohn 

Secretary FWBS  
 



JUNE BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 A subject brought up in an azalea workshop 

at the LSBF convention indicated that a lot of people 

do not really know what the growing conditions are 

in their back yards or what plants need.  Or that it 

may depend on local mini-environments.  I have a 

maple that was red in December in Dallas but now 

turns in November only 30 air miles away.  You 

should know not only the general weather as  

reported on the news but, more importantly, the 

particular happenings in your back yard at the 

different times of day.  Late afternoon may be more 

detrimental to bonsai than overhead sun (hotter, 

shining in low from the West & very low humidity). 

 Most plants in pots will not enjoy a full day 

of 90 plus sun.  Partial shade should be provided.  A 

shade cloth awning is the best as it will protect in the 

middle of the day.  A vertical shade cloth on the 

WEST side may be needed to protect from the late 

afternoon sun.  This is the worst sun as the 

temperature is already high and the drier air makes 

the rays more intense.  A higher humidity on the 

coast may alleviate the problem some. 

 Leaf pruning should not be considered a 

yearly task.  It usually should be done only as needed 

and only on very healthy trees.  Broadleaf evergreens 

would not get it.  I usually consider Memorial Day as 

the end of leaf pruning. 

 If you think you need to leaf prune, you 

probably can still do it but need to be careful, it could 

turn hot in a hurry.  The tree needs time to replace the 

energy used to grow new foliage.  I have done it on 

Shumard oaks successfully.  Again never leaf prune 

the atropurpeum varieties of Japanese maples, they 

don’t rebud very well. 

 When night temperatures stay above 60 

degrees you can think about repotting some of the 

tropicals.  I would wait another month tho for the 

buttonwood. 

 However, some tropicals can be leaf pruned 

all summer.  The Ficus nerifolia especially benefits 

by leaf pruning and can be done more than once each 

summer.  That will develop the heavy twiginess you 

see in the Ficus bonsai from the Far East. 

 As the summer progresses the growth of the 

deciduous trees will sometimes slow also.  But you 

still need to keep an eye out for errant shoots.  

Keeping a clipper with you when watering would let 

you take care of most of them.  Just like in the spring 

a shoot too long will thicken the twig too much.  The 

major pruning chore is now transferred to the 

tropicals.   

 Tip pinching on some flowering species like 

the crape myrtle will result in fewer flowers but if 

you let it go they get out of shape.  I prefer to try to 

balance the flower/design question by pinching 

early. This provides more growing tips to divide the 

energy and the resulting flower is shorter.  It is less 

showy but more in scale. 

 Also If you have fruiting bonsai, you should 

reduce the number of fruit on the tree.  The number 

one goal of the tree is to provide seeds for 

reproduction and it will starve itself in order to do so.  

Again, most fruit are too large to look good on a 

bonsai. 

 Some days may be relatively cool to you but 

the sun can still make the pot pretty hot.  Not only 

does this dry out the soil very fast but the tree roots 

do not like a hot soil.  A temperature I have heard 

given is that 120 degrees will kill roots on most 

plants.  I cannot give you a precise to-do list since 

your backyard is different from mine but you should 

be sure that the sun does not hit the pots directly.  

Notice especially where the hot afternoon sun, from 

2pm to sundown, hits your bonsai area.  If you use a 

cover of any kind be sure that the side of the pot is 

protected also.  A loose weave cover is preferable to 

solid paper or foil.  Chopped sphagnum moss spread 

on the soil surface will reduce evaporation and help 

keep the soil cooler. 

 Get to know you trees like your children.  

Which ones use more water and which ones stay 

moist between waterings.  If some are difficult to 

keep happy you can try moving those to a cooler 

location (but be sure they get their sunlight).  Another 

trick is to group these together so that you can hit 

them with a shot of water twice a day and not have 

to spent the time going thru all your trees. 

 Cool or damp weather is good for fungal 

diseases like black leaf spot.  Hot and damp bring 

other fungals like mildew.  Treat with potassium 

bicarbonate or sodium bicarbonate (baking soda).  

After the foliage is hardened a bit you can treat with 

a 1% hydrogen peroxide (1 part 3% peroxide to 2 

parts water) weekly 

 Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The 

spider mite will always be near.  Others to look for 

are scale of various forms, aphids, and mealy bugs.  

For scale you may need to go to a systemic 

insecticide.   I use the organic foliar feed (1 

Tablespoon each fish emulsion, liquid kelp, molasses 

and cider vinegar per gallon water) to control all 



these.  You can use some of the other organic 

controls or a chemical according to label directions.  

Always read the label directions carefully and never 

apply oil based chemicals to buttonwoods.  You 

should do controls on a regular basis. Also remember 

that most insecticides kill the insect but do not 

remove the evidence (the scale shells, webs, etc) 

 If ants, or any other creature, are building 

nests in the soil, the tunnels and cavities  will prevent 

proper watering and result in a loss of roots.  After 

you get rid of the ants be sure to grab your chopsticks 

and work the soil down and eliminate any holes.  You 

will probably need to add a little more soil on top. 

 The best way to fertilize bonsai is by using 

fertilizer cakes.  The cakes provide a slow constant 

feeding each time you water.  Cakes made with a 

cottonseed base will provide as acid ph when they 

break down which we need in any city water system 

I know of. Making your own is easy and much 

cheaper than buying them.  I use chemical fertilizers 

such as Miracid or Peters a couple of times a month 

also.  My main problem with chemicals is not 

knowing how many bad salts they have that may 

accumulate in the soil and also I know that each time 

I water I am washing most chemical fertilizers out on 

the ground. 

 

Happy bonsaiing  

 

 
 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website at: 

fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Estella Flather 

 eflather@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 
Secretary: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

Special Projects: Bruce Harris 

bruceharris8175@gmail.com  

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather    

eflather@sbcglobal.net
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